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“  God  so  loved  the  world,  that  he  gave  his  only  begotten  Son,  that  whosoever  believeth  in 
him  should  not  perish,  but  have  everlasting  life." — John  iii.  16. 

These  words  are  commended  to  our  attention  by  tlie  fact,  that  they  were 
spoken  bv  the  most  exalted  being  that  ever  stood  on  this  earth — the  eternal 
Son  of  God  incarnate,  who  came  from  heaven  to  earth  that  he  might  be  able 
to  say  these  words  to  us  ;  and  had  he  not  come  they  never  could  have 
been  spoken.  They  are  commended  to  our  regard  by  the  fact  that  he  died 
to  be  able  to  speak  them  ;  he  had  them  so  much  in  his  heart  that  he  would 
shrink  from  no  endurance  that  he  might  be  able  to  make  this  proclamation  to 
us.  This  is  substantially  that  message  which  an  angelic  being  who  became 
visible  in  his  glory  declared  to  be  “good  news  of  great  joy,”  which  should  be 
for  all  people.  If  we  have  the  same  mind  that  they  have  in  heaven, 
therefore,  wTe  shall  feel  that  this  single  verse  contains  glad  tidings  of  great 
joy  to  all  mankind.  This  was  substantially  that  message  which  one  of 
the  best  and  bravest  of  men  that  ever  lived  on  this  earth  had  so  much  at 
heart,  that  after  he  had  toiled,  and  suffered  many  a-year,  said  to  his  friends 
upon  a  review  both  of  his  toils  and  sufferings — “  None  of  these  things  move 
me,  neither  count  I  my  life  dear  unto  myself,  so  that  I  may  finish  my  course 
with  joy,  and  the  ministry  which  I  have  received  of  the  Lord  Jesus  to  testify 
of  the  glad  tidings  of  the  grace  of  God.”  What  he  for  many  a-year  laboured 
and  suffered  to  proclaim,  we  may  well  employ  an  hour  in  considering.  We 
may  well  think  seriously  of  that  which  was  committed  to  him  to  declare,  and 
is  now  committed  to  us  to  receive,  and  the  issue  of  the  reception  or  rejection 
of  which  will  be  momentous  indeed. 

This  passage  first  tells  us  that  the  Lord  Jesus  did  not  come  into  this 
earth,  as  many  imagine,  or  misrepresent  wilfully,  that  he  might  propitiate  an 
implacable  God,  and  that  he  might  render  that  God  kind  in  his  dealings 
towards  us,  who  would  have  been  otherwise,  utterly  unkind  ;  for  it  tells  us 
that  he  came  from  the  compassion  of  God,  and  not  to  render  God  compas¬ 
sionate,  because  God  was  from  all  eternity  good.  “God  so  loved  the  world, 
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that  he  gave  his  only  begotten  Son  it  was  his  commission  under  which 
Christ  came  to  save  our  guilty  souls  ;  for  the  Lord  Jesus  offered  to  come 
and  gather  to  himself  from  this  degraded,  and  revolted,  earth,  a  glorious 
company,  and  make  them  worthy  of  himself,  love  them  as  the  pride  of  his 
heart,  and  carry  them  to  his  home  in  heaven,  to  dwell  with  him  there  in 
bliss  unspeakable  for  ever.  Why  did  he  all  this?  Because  God  so  loved 
the  world  that  he  said,  go  forth  and  save  them  ;  go  down  and  rescue  them  ; 
“He  came  from  God.”  God  is  not  an  unkind,  but  the  most  compassionate 
being  that  is  ;  the  best,  the  gentlest,  the  kindest,  the  most  compassionate,  the 
most  forgiving,  and  the  most  benevolent  of  all  beings.  Does  it  do  your  hearts 
good  to  witness  kindness  ?  Have  you  ever  seen  remarkable  instances  of 
benevolence,  and  felt  your  souls  throb  with  emotion  at  it  ?  Who  gave  that 
benevolence  but  God,  and  who  gave  you  the  faculties  which  that  benevolence 
was  adapted  to  move,  but  God  ;  and  therefore  he  is  more  than  that  which  he 
gave  to  you  or  to  others.  None  is  so  good  as  God  ;  the  greatest,  and  most 
merciful  of  all  beings  ;  so  holy  that  he  abhors  each  departure  from  rectitude  ; 
so  mighty  that  he  can  consign  to  ruin  whom  he  will,  and  so  powerful  that 
resistance  to  his  will  is  as  impotent  and  helpless  as  it  is  crimnal ;  a  being 
who  gave  us  existence  ;  a  being  who  holds  our  life  in  his  hands,  upon  whom 
we  absolutely  depend  ;  and  happy,  happy,  are  we  in  knowing  that  that  being  is 
supremely  good.  His  kindness  originated  the  salvation  that  Christ  came  and 
provided. 

From  the  passage  before  11s let  us  learn  the  extent  of  the  kindness  of  God. 
God  loved  the  world  ;  “  he  so  loved  the  world  as  to  give  his  only  begotten 
Son.”  Then  there  is  not  in  this  world  a  being  that  God  does  not  love — “  God 
so  loved  the  world.”  Mark  the  words  well — “  God  so  loved  the  world,”  is 
the  revelation  our  Saviour  has  made  to  us.  Then  there  is  not  in  this  Hall  a  being 
that  God  does  not  love,  not  one  ;  there  is  not  in  this  metropolis  a  being  God 
does  not  love.  We  may  gather  from  the  recesses  of  this  our  city,  I  doubt 
not,  some  beings  whose  characters  are  atrocious,  such  as  God  would  abhor, 
and  that  from  your  souls  you  would  revolt  at  the  picture  of  such  infamous 
wickedness.  Well,  God  loves  them,  for  “God  so  loved  the  world.”  But  do 
not  misrepresent  him,  his  word  is  very  plain  ;  and  we  must  not  take  011  this 
occasion,  neither  on  any  other  occasion  single  sentences,  and  abuse  and 
exaggerate  them  :  but  compare  one  statement  which  God  has  authoritatively 
made  with  another.  God  does  love  the  world  ;  but  God  does  not  love  its 
sins;  God  loves  the  sinner,  but  God  hates  his  sins;  and,  therefore,  he  has 
told  us  that  those  who  are  not  changed  from  their  rebellious  nature  are  the 
children  of  wrath  ;  and  he  has  told  us  that  those  who  turn  not  to  his  Son, 
are  condemned  already,  and  the  wrath  of  God  abideth  on  them  :  God  loves 
the  sinner,  but  God  hates  his  sins. 

There  is  a  love  of  complacency  which  God  has  for  the  good  :  he  has  it  not 
for  the  wicked  ;  he  cannot  have  it  ;  he  would  not  be  God  if  he  did.  There 
is  a  love  of  complacency,  and  I  pray  God  that  every  one  of  you  are  being 
now  the  object  of  it.  But  it  is  not  felt  for  any  wilful  sinner  ;  on  the  con¬ 
trary,  those  who  sin  must  be  condemned  ;  not  because  he  is  harsh,  but 
because  he  is  good  ;  not  because  he  is  unjust,  but  because  he  is  just.  The 
justice  of  God  must  coudemn  that  which  is  mischievous  and  wicked  ;  and  as 
there  is  no  weakness  in  his  benevolence  he  will. 

But  there  is  a  love  of  compassion  too,  as  well  as  a  love  of  complacency ; 
and  that  he  has  for  every  intelligent  being  on  this  earth.  Whatever  may  be 
your  departures  from  God,  my  hearers,  God  pities  you  :  whatever  may  be 
your  offences  against  God  or  man,  God  pities  you  ;  for  our  God  has  said 
it  here,  and  it  is  often  repeated,  “  God  loves  the  world.”  Do  not  think  of 
him  as  a  hard,  dreadful,  and  implacable  being  that  hates  you,  and  whom  you 
never  can  appease  ;  but  remember,  on  the  authority  of  Christ,  that  he  has  a 
deep  and  eternal  compassion.  At  this  moment  the  Almighty  looks  upon  this 
revolted  earth  ;  and  what  does  he  see  here  ?  He  sees  the  heathen  that  have 
prefered  the  most  hateful  idols  to  his  worship  ;  he  see  Mahomedans  who 
have  followed  the  lure  of  a  false  prophet  to  the  abandonment  of  God  ;  he 
sees  the  Jewish  race,  to  whom  the  Scriptures  have  been  given  in  vain,  and 
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>vlio  have  in  the  pride  and  perverseness  of  their  hearts  rejected  his  Son  ;  he 
sees  the  superstitions  and  idolatries  of  the  church  of  Rome — idolatries  which 
?ven  the  Jews  learn  to  despise  and  detest ;  he  sees  the  Protestants  with  the 
Word  of  Godin  their  hand,  who  have  yet  neglected  its  teaching,  and  love 
him  not ;  he  sees  society  devoted  to  its  interests,  its  lusts,  its  pleasures,  and 
its  gains,  and  will  not  turn  to  him  ;  he  sees  his  own  people,  cold-hearted, 
timid,  selfish,  and  afraid — all  this  he  sees,  and  compassionates  them  all.  He 
has  given  them  innumerable  blessings  ;  day  by  day  they  are  upheld  by  him, 
pr  they  must  have  perished  ;  his  sun  shines  on  them,  and  his  rain  nurtures 
their  harvests.  Thus,  whatever  the  sins  and  wanderings  of  men,  he  is  ready 
at  any  moment  to  forgive,  on  his  own  terms,  all  that  apply  to  him  for  pardon. 
God  then,  has  loved  the  world.  And  at  this  moment,  let  me  remind  you,  my 
hearers,  he  loves  you.  It  may  be  that  you  are  unkind,  unjust,  rebellious,  you 
trample  his  laws  beneath  your  feet,  and  disregard  his  Word  and  his  will ;  yet 
I  tell  you  in  his  name,  that  God  loves  you,  and  deeply  compassionates  your 
sorrows  ;  he  is  willing  that  you  should  be  happy  for  ever,  and  has  made  pro¬ 
vision  for  that  happiness  ;  for  let  us  next  see 

The  measure  of  that  love  which  God  has  shown  to  mankind.  “  God  so 
loved  the  world,  that  he  gave  his  only  begotten  Son,  that  whosoever  believeth 
in  him  should  not  perish,  but  have  everlasting  life.”  Do  you  ask  for  proof  that 
God  loves  mankind  ?  You  have  it  in  that  beneficent  nature  that  you  see 
around  you.  Why  has  God  made  it  to  please  and  delight  us  ?  You  have  it 
in  the  daily  events  of  your  lives.  Why  have  you  so  man}'  comforts  ?  You 
have  it  in  the  joy  you  ever  have  felt,  or  feel  to-day.  Who  gave  you  that  joy  ? 
God  alone,  the  boundless  source  of  good.  But,  above  all,  you  have  it  in  this, 
that  for  you  as  a  race  he  has  given  his  only  begotten  Son.  He  had  but  one 
co-equal,  co-eternal  Son — but  one,  his  best  beloved — and  he  gave  him  for  you 
and  me.  See,  is  there  anything  better  or  greater  he  could  give  ?  There  are 
things  you  perhaps,  my  hearers,  would  value  more  ;  but  let  your  judgments 
determine.  Is  there  anything  greater  or  better  that  God  could  give?  If  he 
were  to  grant  to  you  at  this  moment  all  the  desires  of  your  heart,  would  the 
sum  total  of  those  blessings  be  a  greater  gift  than  Christ  ?  For  were  God 
to  pardon  all  your  sins  by  one  act  of  amnesty  without  an  atonement ;  would 
that  be  a  greater  gift,  could  he  have  done  just  by  an  act  of  sovereign  muni¬ 
ficence — what  a  just  and  righteous  governor  cannot  do — give  you  uncon¬ 
ditional  pardon  ?  But  if  we  can  imagine  it,  what  would  be  a  greater  gift 
than  this?  What  would  it  have  cost  him  to  have  done  that  which  by  one  act  of 
his  fiat,  one  act  of  his  volition,  he  could  have  accomplished  ?  And  if  he  could 
have  done  it  consistently  with  his  attributes  it  would  have  been  done.  But 
if  he  had  done  so,  it  would  have  been  merely  an  act  of  royal  munificence,  and 
nothing  more.  But  -when  he  gave  his  Son,  his  only  begotten  Son  to  death 
and  shame,  when  he  sent  forth  the  Lord  Jesus  whom  he  loved  beyond  all 
knowledge,  to  suffer,  year  after  year,  increasing  anguish  of  spirit  and  toil  of 
body  here  on  earth,  and  then  to  hang  on  the  cross,  as  a  spectacle  of  shame 
to  his  triumphant  enemies,  for  us,  what  was  the  benevolence  that  must  have 
cost.  Of  all  the  proofs  that  have  been  given  on  this  earth  by  mere  man,  of  entire 
subjection  to  the  will  of  God,  of  entire  devotedness  to  his  Maker,  you  would 
be  disposed  to  select  out  of  all  history,  that  where  an  affectionate  father 
consented  at  God’s  command  to  offer  up  in  sacrifice  his  dearly  loved  Isaac. 
But  if  Abraham  manifested  great  love  to  God  in  giving  up  his  Son  Isaac 
whom  God  had  given  him  ;  and  when  he  had  reason  to  expect  that  God 
would  give  him  back  again,  by  raising  him  from  the  dead,  how  great  a  love 
must  that  be  which  God  has  manifested  towards  us,  in  giving  up  his  only  Son 
Jesus,  to  suffering,  and  shame,  and  sorrow,  that  our  guilty  souls  might  go 
free  ?  Well  might  the  Apostle  say,  “  Herein  is  love,  not  that  we  loved  God, 
but  that  he  loved  us,  and  sent  his  Son  to  be  the  propitiation  for  our  sins.” 
There  was  nothing  greater,  nothing  better,  nothing  more  costly  that  the  Omni¬ 
potent  Majesty  of  heaven  could  give.  Weigh  this  statement  and  see  if  it  be  not 
strictly  true,  that  there  is  nothing  greater,  nothing  costlier,  nothing  better 
that  an  omnipotent  God  could  bestow  ;  and  bestowed  too  upon  his  enemies, 
rebels,  helpless,  exposed  to  his  wrath,  under  his  curse,  and  deserving  eternal 
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death.  Such  was  his  compassion  to  men  when  in  this  miserable  and  helpless 
condition,  that  rather  than  they  should  die  under  the  just  sentence  of  his 
wrath,  as  t lie  good  and  just  Governor  of  the  universe,  he  appointed  his  own  Son 
to  die  in  their  stead.  If,  my  hearers,  you  ever  question  the  love  of  God,  this 
ought  to  silence  every  doubt,  if  ever  you  think  harshly  of  God,  this  ought  to 
chase  away  all  such  unkind  feelings.  When  this  glorious  fact  shall  assume 
that  place  in  your  understanding  to  which  it  has  a  right  ;  when  it  takes  pos¬ 
session  of  your  heart,  as  it  ought  to  take  possession  of  it,  then  you  will  never, 
never,  doubt  again  that  “  God  is  love.” 

But  next  let  us  see  the  design  for  which  God  gave  this  incomparable 
benefit  to  man.  “  God  so  loved  the  world,  that  whosoever  believeth  in  him 
should  not  perish.”  When  we  learn  that  those  who  believe  in  Christ  shall 
not  perish,  and  that  he  came  that  such  should  not  perish,  it  proves  that 
unless  he  had  come  they  would  have  perished.  It  describes,  therefore,  the 
actual  desert  and  the  actual  condition  of  us  all,  unless  we  were  saved  by 
Christ.  If  he  had  never  visited  this  earth  this  word  would  have  actually 
described  our  eternal  prospect.  But  “he  gave  his  only  begotten  Son,  that 
whosoever  believeth  in  him  should  not  perish,  but  have  everlasting  life.”  It 
is  an  awful  thing  to  perish!  If  it  should  happen  to  any  one  here  it  would 
be  an  unspeakably  awful  termination  to  this  limited  life.  In  all  circumstances 
it  is  an  awful  thing  to  perish  ;  and  for  an  immortal  soul  that  cannot  die  to 
perish  is  awful  beyond  language  to  describe.  To  lose  all  hope,  to  be  deprived 
of  all  happiness,  to  have  all  affections  blighted  and  lost  for  ever,  to  look 
round  the  universe  and  not  see  a  friend,  to  look  on  through  eternity,  and 
not  see  a  bright  moment,  to  feel  the  crushing  of  despair  ;  to  look  up  to  God 
and  see  his  flaming  eye  looking  upon  us  and  cursing  us  with  his  endless 
frown, — this,  at  least,  is  meant  by  perishing.  If  is  an  awful  thing  to  perish. 
I  hope  no  one  here  will  perish.  But  as  surely  as  Jesus  Christ  came  into  the 
world  that  you  might  not  perish,  you  will  perish  unless  you  trust  in  him.  As 
sure  as  you  would  have  perished  in  all  your  helplessness,  and  in  all  your 
guilt,  enduring  the  just  consequences  of  your  sins,  if  he  had  not  come,  so 
surely  will  you  perish  now  if  you  reject  him.  He  came  that  we  might  not 
perish,  that  by  the  just  punishment  of  our  sins,  the  punishment  due  to  us, 
rendering  it  perfectly  and  demonstrably  just  before  all  his  creatures,  that 
God  might  welcome  the  sinner  for  the  sake  of  one  so  meritorious  ;  he  came 
that  we  might  not  perish  ;  and  if  we  are  his  we  shall  not.  We  are  on  our 
way  to  the  judgment  seat,  where  our  destinies  throughout  eternity  will  be 
determined,  but  we  need  have  no  fear  if  we  are  Christ’s,  “for  God  sent  him 
into  the  world,  that  whosoever  believeth  in  him  should  not  perish,  but  have 
everlasting  life.’’  This  was  the  appointment  of  our  father  in  heaven.  It  is 
what  his  benevolent  heart  desired  and  accomplished.  It  is  in  the  exercise  of  his 
providence,  too,  that  we  are  all  gathered  here  to-day  that  every  one  may 
learn  this  one  fact,  that  he  shall  not  perish  even  if  he  feels  the  weight  of 
guilt  to  be  overwhelming,  if  he  be  among  the  number  of  the  family  of 
Christ. 

But  this  was  not  all  he  intended.  It  was  a  great  thing  to  know  that  our 
dreadful  doom  is  prevented  ;  and  if  after  a  life  of  mingled  joy  and  sorrow 
we  could  creep  to  a  quiet  grave,  and  expire  as  a  lamp  expires,  and  nothing 
more,  even  that  would  be  a  privilege  and  a  blessing  beyond  price,  and  beyond 
gratitude,  not  to  be  miserable  when  this  short  prefatory  state  is  passed.  But 
to  rise  from  this  condition  to  a  glorious  immortality  reserved  for  the  sons  of 
God,  to  know  on  good  grounds  that  the  mind  and  heart  shall  be  alike  per¬ 
fected  for  ever,  our  affections  and  our  friendships  completed,  our  employ¬ 
ments  adapted  to  our  noblest  faculties,  and  eternity  itself  not  too  long  to 
utter  all  God’s  praise  as  our  Redeemer — this  is  a  prospect  which  even  here 
may  well  compell  the  most  ardent  love,  and  the  commencement  of  a  life  of 
devotedness  that  shall  be  consummated  in  perfection  alone.  Thus  then  it 
was  the  design  of  God  in  sending  Christ  that  men  should  not  perish,  but 
have  everlasting  life  ;  life  with  all  its  faculties,  life  in  the  presence  of  our 
Saviour  and  Lord,  and  free  from  every  danger. 

But  again  :  the  blessing  is  increased,  the  wonder  augmented  :  observe  on 
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wliat  terms  this  life  is  to  be  had.  Not  by  a  century  of  suffering,  and  self¬ 
mortification  ;  not  by  the  depth  of  contrition,  of  tears  and  self-reproach — 
answerable  to  the  guilt  we  have  contracted — not  so  ;  this  blessing  is  not  by 
purchase  but  by  trust  ;  yes,  by  trust ;  every  one  here  who  trusts  will  “not 
perish,  but  have  eternal  life.”  This  is  as  sure  as  that  we  have  souls  to  be 
saved,  for  Christ  has  said  it  :  Whoever  trusts  lives  ;  whoever  trusts  is  glo¬ 
rious  ;  whoever  trusts  is  wise,  and  will  be  the  possessor  of  boundless  joy 
throughout  eternity.  There  is  the  seperating  line  between  us  now,  ana  at 
the  day  of  judgment  there  will  be  none  other,  which  marks  and  makes  the 
great  and  fearful  gulph  between  the  accursed  and  the  blessed.  If  you  trust 
not  3'ou  are  lost ;  yet  if  you  will  but  trust  you  are  safe,  for  he  has  said  that 
“  whosoever  believeth  in  him  shall  not  perish,  but  have  everlasting  life.’’ 
God  has  not  given,  and  will  not  give  this  immense  and  infinite  blessing  to 
the  corrupt,  who  will  not  acknowledge  God’s  just  rights,  will  not  plead  guilty 
at  his  bar,  for  “  God  resisteth  the  proud  but  the  humble  who  are  poor  in 
spirit,  who  own  the  extent  and  justice  of  God's  law,  and  recollect  their 
obligations,  and  review  with  sorrow  their  offences  against  God,  and  see  that 
to  make  an  atonement  themselves  is  impossible,  and  know  that  God  must  be 
just,  and  plead  guilty  to  his  sentence,  and  acknowledge  that  he  would  be  just 
in  condemning  them,  those  are  they  for  whom  the  Saviour  has  the  blessing  of 
eternal  life  :  not  for  those  who  would  give  themselves  the  honour  of  their 
own  salvation,  and  pass  the  Redeemer  by  ;  not.  for  them  did  Christ  toil  and 
die,  but  for  those  who  forsaking  every  delusive  hope,  cling  to  him  alone,  as 
the  only  and  all-sufficient  Saviour.  lie  did  not  come  to  give  eternal  life  to 
those  who  keep  back  from  him  by  their  own  self-will,  proudly  resolving  to 
do  their  own  pleasure,  come  of  it  what  may  ;  who  will  still  grasp  at  this 
world’s  idols,  however  he  bids  them  part  with  them  ;  who  when  they  preteud 
to  trust  in  him  for  salvation,  trust  in  him  for  nothing  else  than  a  corrupt 
escape  from  mi-ery, — not  for  them  did  he  die,  but  for  those  who  see  that 
Jesus  is  a  Saviour,  and  as  ruined  creatures  have  placed  themselves  in  his 
hands,  making  no  terms,  and  contending  against  no  claims  on  his  part,  but 
giving  their  will  up  to  him,  with  all  their  pride,  rebellion,  stubborness,  and 
crime — for  them,  for  them,  he  came— he  came  for  those  who  trust. 

If  you  trust,  my  hearers,  you  are  saved  ;  but  if  you  trust  not,  there  is 
nothing  on  this  earth  or  in  heaven  that  can  save  you.  You  are  come  to  that 
crisis  of  your  being  in  which  you  are  to  choose  what  you  will  do.  Will  you 
have  self-will  and  ruin  ;  or  will  you  have  Christ  and  glory  ?  The  alternative 
is  put  before  you.  By  the  providence  of  God  you  have  been  brought  into 
t his  Hall  to-day,  and  this  matter  is  put  to  you  as  plain  as  language  can  make 
it,  or  as  fact  can  make  it  either.  The  alternative  is  placed  before  you, 
eiiher  to  trust  to  Jesus  for  salvation  and  be  saved,  or  to  refuse  to  trust  him, 
and  take  the  eternal  consequences. 

Now  when  it  is  said,  my  hearers,  that  “whosoever  believeth  in  him  shall 
not  perish,  but  have  everlasting  life,”  it  necessarily  follows  that  whosoever 
believes  not  in  him  must  perish.  Do  you  not  see  that  this  is  the  consequence  ? 
Do  you  not  see  if  we  should  have  perished  without  him,  that  now  he  is  come 
if  we  are  guilty,  and  refuse  to  trust  him  for  our  salvation,  there  reinaius  a 
double  condemnation  ?  “  If  they  escaped  not  who  refused  him  that  speaketh 

on  earth,  how  shall  we  escape  if  we  neglect  so  great  salvation.”  What  is  the 
neglect  that  will  plunge  us  into  irremediable  ruin  ?  Remember,  my  hearers, 
what  it  is.  Hold  it  fast,  never  forget  it — it  is  everything  short  of  accepting 
the  salvation  which  Christ  offers.  I  ask  not  what  your  creed  is,  I  ask  not 
your  profession  of  faith,  or  the  church  to  which  you  belong  ;  I  ask  not  what 
your  morals  are,  or  of  your  benevolent  and  amiable  life;  I  ask  not  whether 
you  belong  to  Christ’s  school,  whether  you  are  zealous  in  promoting  his  cause 
and  upholding  his  honour  in  the  world — you  may  do  all  this,  and  yet  fail 
personally  to  accept  him  as  your  great  salvation  ;  never  make  a  full  surren¬ 
der  of  your  soul  to  him,  saying  as  Peter  did,  when  he  -was  was  walking  on 
the  sea,  “  Lord,  save,  or  I  perish.”  If  you  say  this  with  a  sincere  and  con¬ 
trite  heart,  you  are  safe  for  eternity. 

Do  you  say,  rnv  hearers,  that  faith  is  a  matter  of  conviction,  and  that  con- 
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vietiou  rests  upon  evidence,  and  that  unless  you  have  evidence  enough  you 
cannot  believe  ;  and  that  therefore  belief  is  not  a  matter  for  which  you  can 
justly  be  blamed  or  praised,  condemned  or  saved  ;  but  that  you  would  believe 
if  you  had  sufficient  grounds  for  your  faith  to  rest  upon  ?  Now  let  me  an¬ 
swer  two  things  to  this  ;  I  pray  you  do  not  forget  them,' if  there  be  one  or 
many  here  who  need  it,  do  not  let  it  pass,  because  the  happiness  or  ruin  of  so 
many  depend  upon  this,  that  to-day  though  conviction  is  rooted  in  their 
minds,  to-morrow  worldly  thoughts  sweep  it  away,  and  the  next  day  the  old 
refuted  errors  rise  up  again  as  Satan's  delusions  to  cheat  men  to  their  ever¬ 
lasting  ruin.  I  would  therefore  have  you  remember  these  things  which  1  shall 
now  answer  to  the  objection  which  I  have  stated  as  being  advanced  by  many  as 
an  excuse  for  neglecting  the  gospel,  and  the  salvation  of  their  souls.  First, 
if  it  be  as  true  as  it  is  false  that  you  would  believe  if  you  could,  but  that  there 
is  not  sufficient  evidence  for  you  to  believe  it  ;  your  position  is  by  no  means 
improved,  for  you  deserve  the  wrath  of  God,  you  have  broken  his  laws,  your 
nature  is  corrupt  and  unfitted  for  heaven,  and  incapable  of  the  bliss  of  eter¬ 
nity.  God,  as  your  Maker  and  your  Judge,  ought  and  must  condemn  you 
unless  an  atonement  is  made.  Now  if  there  is  no  proof  of  that  atonement, 
and  if  there  is  no  evidence  that  can  make  you  believe  in  a  Saviour,  why  then 
you  are  in  a  state  of  helpless  irremediable  ruin.  I  doubt  not  that  many  of 
those  who  lived  before  the  flood  said,  that  they  could  not  believe  the  truth 
which  Noah  proclaimed  to  them,  because  they  had  not  sufficient  evidence, 
and  that  they  said,  give  us  proof,  and  we  will  believe  you.  But  their  ruin 
did  not  depend  upon  their  being  able  to  believe  or  not.  They  were  guilty 
and  therefore  destruction  came.  Let  this  idea  of  the  sceptic  be  urged  to  prove 
that  there  is  no  Saviour,  and  the  only  effect  would  be  to  sentence  us  to  des¬ 
pair.  Unbelief,  therefore,  will  not  mend  your  case. 

But  I  ask  you  again,  my  hearers,  who  say  that  you  cannot  believe,  is  it  true 
that  you  have  taken  the  obvious  means  to  remove  your  unbelief.  Let  me 
indicate  some  of  them  ;  and  I  know  that  if  you  are  an  unbeliever  in  Christ 
you  have  never  taken  them.  Have  you  acknowledged  the  just  claims  of 
God  ?  Have  you  as  a  ruined  sinner  before  God  felt  what  it  is  to  be  con¬ 
demned  by  his  law,  and  been  humbled  before  God  under  a  sense  of  your  sin  ? 
Have  you  studied  the  scriptures  with  prayer?  Have  you  looked  at  the  moral 
character  of  God,  and  then  at  the  moral  character  of  his  salvation,  in  which 
you  will  see  that  the  one  explains  and  answers  to  the  other?  Have  you 
looked  at  the  proofs  that  the  Lord  Jesus  did  live  and  die  for  sinners?  And 
have  you  put  away  from  you  those  things  that  necessarily  produce  a  corrupt 
mind?  Have  you  put  away  all  companions  who  would  banter  and  jeer  at 
religion  ?  Have  you  put  away  those  books  which  steal  the  heart  to  a  recep¬ 
tion  of  evidence  and  seek  to  make  you  believe  that  religion  is  a  lie?  Have 
you  put  away  the  habits  of  sin  that  warp  and  destroy  your  judgment  ?  If 
you  have  nut  done  these  things,  remember  that  you  are  answerable  to  God 
for  bringing  and  keeping  your  mind  in  such  a  state  as  effectively  prevents  the 
influence  of  honest  evidences  upon  it,  such  evidences  as  many  others  have 
been  convinced  by,  and  which  would  have  been  enough  for  you,  too,  if  you 
had  not  steeled  your  heart  and  conscience  against  it.  Remember,  then,  that 
if  you  believe  not  the  evidence  that  Jesus  Christ  is  the  Saviour  of  men,  the 
fault  rests  with  you,  the  cause  comes  from  yourself,  and  not  from  a  lack  of 
information  which  God  has  given. 

But  do  you  say,  my  hearers — for  men  are  so  remarkably  anxious  to  prove 
that  they  ought  to  be  wretched — how  can  I  believe  unless  God  gives  me  his 
grace  ?  From  the  passage  that  you  read  to-day,  you  may  say,  we  learn  that 
“  Except  a  man  be  born  again,”  born  of  the  Spirit,  “  he  cannot  enter  into  the 
kingdom  of  heaven,”  that  is  the  kingdom  of  grace,  and  is  not  faith  declared 
again  and  again  to  be  “  the  gift  of  God.” — “  By  grace  ye  are  saved  through 
faith,  and  that  not  of  yourselves  ;  it  is  the  gift  of  God.”  How  then  can  I 
have  faith,  how  can  I  believe  unless  God  gives  it  to  me  ;  unless  my  heart  is 
changed  by  grace  ;  unless  God,  as  a  sovereign,  bestows  his  gifts  and  bless  me 
and  change  my  heart  ;  Here,  again,  1  beg  you  to  bear  in  mind  two  things, 
and  to  act  upon  them  :  do  not  forget  them,  for  perhaps, your  eternal  welfare  de- 
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pends  upon  them.  In  the  first  place,  if  this  be  wholly  true,  as  you  now 
allege  it  to  be,  perhaps  without  fully  intending  it — if  it  be  wholly  true— and 
I  am  not  prepared  to  deny  it — then  it  only  fastens  a  double  guilt  upon  your 
soul.  It  only  shows  the  case  to  be  more  discreditable  and  deplorable  than 
I  have  stated  it  to  be  ;  for  why  is  it  that  you  need  this  aid  from  above  ? 
because  the  heart  is  so  corrupt  that  no  evidence  can  enlighten  the  judgment, 
and  no  appliance  can  rouse  the  conscience  ;  and  no  proof  can  act  upon  a 
corrupt  heart,  and,  therefore,  you  cannot  believe.  Why  is  it  you  do  not  trust 
jthe  Saviour,  presuming,  as  1  have  already  shown,  that  there  is  evidence 
[enough  to  satisfy  any  impartial,  honest  inquirer — why  do  you  not  trust  in 
Christ  ?  You  are  too  proud  to  trust  him  :  you  do  not  love  a  religion  that 
puts  you  down  and  compels  you  to  own  your  ruin.  You  cannot  trust  in 
iChrist,  because  you  are  too  frivolous  to  think  ;  you  cannot  bring  your  minds 
to  the  investigation  of  the  truth  of  Christianity,  because  you  are  too  frivolous. 
The  fear  of  man  is  another  snare  that  brings  you  under  condemnation  :  you 
are  afraid  of  your  neighbours  and  friends  ;  or,  perhaps,  you  reflect  what  it 
will  cost  you  ;  and  there  is  some  sin  that  you  cannot  part  with  ?  This,  then, 
completes  your  corruption  and  guilt,  and  renders  you  still  more  deplorable 
and  ruined.  You  cannot  allege  to  yourselves  any  reasons  that  do  not  involve 
you  in  worse  condemnation  ;  and  show  you  that  whatever  may  be  true  in 
this  matter,  whether  you  can  or  cannot  believe,  still  you  remain  in  the  same 
ruined  and  deplorable  state  unless  you  come  and  exercise  faith  in  the  Re¬ 
deemer,  whom  God  sent  into  the  world,  “  that  whosoever  believeth  in  him 
should  not  perish  but  have  everlasting  life.” 

But  is  the  plea  true,  in  the  sense  that  you  use  it,  that  you  cannot  believe, 
that  you  are  so  helpless  that  you  cannot  believe  ?  In  a  sense  it  is  true,  be¬ 
cause  faith  is  the  gift  of  God,  and  he  must  originate  it.  But  is  it  true  in  the 
sense  you  use  it,  that  you  are  helpless  and  can  do  nothing?  It  is  utterly 
false.  At  least  you  have  no  right  to  say  it  is  true,  unless  you  seek  to  use  the 
means  that  are  within  your  reach.  There  are  three  things  that  any  man  can 
do  with  a  view  to  obtain  faith.  I  suppose,  in  the  first  place,  he  can  remove 
from  him  those  objects  and  habits  which  render  trust,  in  any  doctrine  or 
system,  religious  or  other,  impossible.  You  must,  then,  remove  these  sin¬ 
ful  objects  and  habits  which  prejudice  you  against  Jesus  and  his  commission 
and  prevent  your  belief  in  him  as  a  Saviour.  Have  you  done  that  ?  I  fear 
not. 

Secondly,  “Faith  comes  by  hearing.”  We  must  be  taught  to  believe  in 
every  doctrine,  moral,  scientific,  political,  or  religious — for  the  same  character 
marks  them  all — by  a  careful,  thoughtful,  sincere,  inquiry  into  the  proofs  of 
its  truth.  Have  you  done  this  ?  “  Faith  cometh  by  hearing.”  Some  men 
will  denounce  the  gospel  because  it  speaks  to  their  conscience  as  well  as  to 
their  understanding.  Is  it  your  habit  to  listen  to  that  preaching  which  is 
most  likely  to  do  you  good  ;  to  bring  down  the  pride  of  your  hearts  and  make 
you  honest  before  God  ?  Do  you  seek  to  obtain  the  experience  of  the  children 
of  God  ?  Have  you  done  these  things  and  such  things  as  these  ?  If  not,  you 
have  no  right  to  say  there  is  nothing  which  you  can  do.  All  these  things 
God  would  have  you  do,  and  he  will  assist  you.  I  pray  you,  remember,  that 
it  is  by  truth  the  Holy  Spirit  acts  :  he  does  not  accomplish  his  great  purposes 
without  the  use  of  means.  “  Of  his  own  will,”  says  the  apostle,  “  begat  he 
us  by  the  word  of  truth.”  If  you  use  the  various  means  within  your  reach, 
the  Holy  Spirit  will  be  present  to  bless  them  to  the  enlightening  and  sanctify¬ 
ing  of  your  mind  and  the  controling  of  your  will.  If  you  had  been  among 
the  bitten  Israelites,  would  you  not  have  adopted  every  means  within  your 
reach  to  obtain  a  glance  at  the  brazen  serpent ;  and  will  you  not  do  that  for 
your  soul,  which  you  would  doubtless  have  done  for  your  body  ?  Will  you 
not  look  to  Christ  to-day  ;  and  ever  after  keep  your  eyes  fixed  upon  the  Son 
;  of  God,  who  shed  his  blood  for  you,  and  stands  ready  to  save  you  ?  That  you 
may  understand  and  love  him,  ask  for  the  Holy  Spirit,  and  give  yourselves 
up  to  his  service,  and  live  for  his  glory  ;  and  so  shall  you  be  saved  by  his 
grace. 

But  let  me  remind  you,  in  the  last  place,  that  as  certainly  as  the  want  of 
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faith  is  ruinous,  so  t lie  possession  of  faith  is  saving.  Whatever  else  you  lack,] 
if  you  have  faith,  the  passage  declares  that  you  are  saved  ;  because  they  who 
possess  faith  have  joined  thereunto  love,  holiness,  obedience,  kindness,  and 
spirituality  of  mind — and  all  the  fruits  of  the  Spirit  will  follow  this  exercisej 
of  faith  in  Christ.  But  never  suppose  they  preceed  it.  Some  persons  seem 
to  think  that  they  must  possess  that  which  will  recommend  them  to  God. 
Their  language  is,  “  we  can|^>t  obtain  pardon  as  we  are  ;  we  have  not  love 
enough  to  God  to  be  saved,  not  holiness  enough  to  be  accepted,  not  obedience 
enough  to  be  welcomed  by  him.”  If  these  things  be  absent,  come  to  the. 
Lord  .Tesus  Christ  that  you  may  receive  them  all.  They  are  not  to  be  the! 
terms  on  which  you  believe,  but  you  must  come  and  receive  them  from  him, 
who  is  ever  ready  to  help  our  infirmities.  Holiness,  sanctification,  and  nieet- 
nes's,  for  glory  will  arise  out  of  that  faith  which  brings  you  to  Christ.  Jesusl 
Christ  says,  “Come,  and  ye, shall  live.”  Believe  these  words  ;  believe  them 
thoroughly,  hold  them  fast,  act  upon  them,  and  you  will  be  happy  for  ever. 
If  you,  my  hearers,  will  trust  him,  now  you  may  be  happy  here,  and  look 
forward  to  a  bright  and  joyful  futurity  in  glory  ;  for  God  so  loved  the  world 
as  to  give  his  only  begotten  Son  for  rebel  man,  that  he  might  not  perish 
but  have  eternal  life.  May  he  who  has  set  before  us  this  blessed  truth  carry 
it  to  all  our  hearts,  so  that  none  of  us  may  go  hence,  miserably  turning  our 
backs  upon  the  only  salvation  which  is  offered  to  us;  but  receive  and  love 
it,  and  enjoy  its  comforts  for  ever. 

May  you  and  I,  my  dear  hearers,  be  found  at  the  right  hand  of  our 
Judge  on  the  great  day  of  his  appearing.  Amen. 

860 


'!  he  following-  Nos.  of  the  Penny  Pulpit  contaiu  Seimons  delivered  at  Exeter  II all. 
I,7ll0,  'the  Great  Exhibition,  by  the  Rev.  T.  Binney. 

1,701,  The  Gift  of  God,  by  the  Hon.  and  Rev.  B.  W.  Noel,  M.A. 

1,705,  The  Prodigals  Return, by  the  Rev.  \V.  Brock. 

1,700,  The  City  of  Refuge,  by  the  Rev.  J.  Beaumont,  M.D. 

1  "10,  The  Truth,  by  the  Rev.  J.  Aldis. 

1  71 1,  Wisdom's  Invitation,  by  the  Rev.  G.  Smith. 

1.713,  Looking  to  Christ,  by  the  Rev.  J.  Hamilton,  D.D. 

1.714,  Why  will  ye  die?  by  the  Rev.  J.  Stoughton. 

1.717,  The  Gospel,  by  the  Rev.  Luke  Tyermnn. 

1 .718,  The  Testimonies  of  God,  by  the  Itev.  T .  Archer,  D.D. 

1  720—21,  The  Book  for  all  Nations,  and  all  Times,  by  the  Rev.  J.  C.  Miller. 

1.724,  Salvation,  by  the  Rev,  G.  Clayton. 

1.725,  The  difficulties  of  speculative  Inquiry,  by  the  Rev.  J.  II.  Hinton,  A, II. 
i  728,  The  Final  Judgment,  by  the  Rev.  John  Burnet. 

1,720,  The  Desire  of  all  Nations,  by  the  Rev.  W.  Cooke,  D,D. 

(To  be  continued.) 


